




Remtema put together a turnkey pre-

sentation complete with fabric swatches, 

flooring samples, paint colors and more, 

including some custom furniture she 

designed specifically for the space.

She envisioned an open concept main 

floor with a kitchen, dining area and living 

room, along with a guest suite, powder 

room, home office and laundry room.

One of her goals was to bring the out-

side in. “When you look outside the win-

dows, you see beautiful historic buildings. 

I love the mix of classic and modern. It 

makes the space feel warm and interest-

ing.”

Walls are neutral with colorful accents 

and lots of artwork. 

“Most of the space is calm and serene, 

but I added sophisticated touches of glam-

our with some of the light fixtures and 

door handles,” Remtema said. “I think that 

brings out Jana’s personality.”

To create a home office, the designer 

repurposed a walk-in closet just inside the 

front hallway, making it a space where Hall 

can drop off her laptop when she comes 

home. It’s totally white with one bold blue 

wall, accented with a dramatic, three-di-

mensional white sculpture.

“The work stops here, and I can transi-

tion into the rest of the day,” Hall said.

There was one feature she asked Rem-

tema to eliminate: a copper beam span-

ning the entire length of the condo. 

“I said, ‘Make it disappear or paint it 

white.’ But Deidre surprised me and said, 

‘No, let’s play it up and make a bold state-

ment.’ That’s what we did, and I love it.”

Upstairs, Remtema decided to com-

bine two rooms into one master suite — a 

sleeping area and sitting room divided by 

a two-way fireplace. Along one wall in the 

sitting room, she designed cupboards with 

a bookshelf, coffee bar and an entrance to 

the balcony.

Artwork was essential to Hall, so Rem-

tema worked with LaFontsee Galleries to 

select pieces that would complement the 

space.

“Art is a real passion of mine,” she said. 

“In most of my projects, I don’t have a spe-

cific piece of art in mind, but I leave open 

spaces. That way we could enjoy selecting 

artwork.”

Hall, who worked for two 

years as a science and technolo-

gy fellow at the American Asso-

ciation for the Advancement of 

Science for the U.S. Department 

of State, and before that in man-

agement at a health system in 

Hawaii, moved to Grand Rapids 

with very few furnishings. 

“So all of the furniture in the 

condo is new,” said Remtema, 

who started her career working 

on commercial interiors. She 

designed the dining room table, 

all the kitchen cabinetry and 

bedroom built-ins.

“We made a great team,” 

Hall said. “I couldn’t have done 

it without her.” GR
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A converted closet was transformed into a small 
home office off the front entrance. The white 
sculpture by Mary Sebastian is striking against 
the deep blue wall. Deidre Remtema designed the 
custom desk and shelves. Table lamp by Arteriors 
with art lighting by Kendall Lighting.

Remtema combined two rooms 
into a master suite with a two-way 
fireplace separating a sitting area 
from the bedroom. The copper beam 
serves as a focal point throughout the 
two-story condo. Custom cabinetry 
and upholstery by Deidre Interiors.
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